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C To the Sacred MajgsTIE, 


of our moſt Gracious Soycraign Lo R D, 


By the grace of God, of England, Scotland, France,. 
 _ and reland King, Defender of the Faith, &c. 


The humble Gratulation and Petition of divers 
His Majeſtics faithful Subje&s of the true Proteſtant 


Religion, within the County Palatine of Lancaſter, 


 eMoft Gracious Soveraign, -. 


a22zHc moſt recall and corivincing Teſtimonies 
2Þ| {YN of Your Princely care, for the advance- 
VZ1 x6 ment of Gods true Religion in Your Ma- 
W _ 


id j ny 
" 0 , 


jeſties Realms ,' and thecommon good of 
all. Your SubjeRs, could noleflethen draw 
from us {who have hitherto in theſe ſtirring rimes ſar 
ſtill ) this humble acknowledgement of our due and ne- 
ccllary. Thanks. | on 
We, withthe inmeſt and choiceſt thonghts' of qur 
ſouls,doeſteem and ptize Your Majefties moſt righteous 
intentions, of governing Your Licge People according 
tothe wholſome Laws of this Kingdom, a'thing ſo of- 
ten, and with ſuch carneſtneſſe avowed by Your Sacred 
Ns A. 2 Majcttic. 
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Majeſtie, whereunto we yeeld that heartie credence, 
which is duc :o ſo Religions and Rightcous a Prince, 
We do alſo with ajl kumilitic and thankfulneſle, ac- 
knowledge Yaur manifold and evident Manifcſtations 
to the world, that You affect not an Arbitrary Govern- 
ment, but the common proſperitic and happineſle of all 
Your loyall Subjcts, by Your readincflc to joyn wich 
Your Parliament, in a (pcedie railing of Forces, fora 
timely ſuppreflion of that odious Rebcllion in 1relard ;; 
by Your late Proclamation, for the putting in due cxc- 
cution the Laws againſt Papiſts; by Your moſt gracious 
condeſcending to the deltres of Your great Councecll, in 
ſ1gning the Bills for the Trienniall Parliament ; for rc- 
11nguithing Your Title of Impoling upon Mcrchandize, 
and Power of prefhing Souldicrs; for the taking away 
of the Star-Chamber and High Commifhon Courts ; 
for the Regulating of the Councell Table; as alſo the 
Bils for the Forreſts, and Stannaric Courts, with othcr 
moſt neccflary Ats : Moreover, we are confident, and 
well aTurcd of Your Majcſtics Zeal, for the advancec- - 
meat of the truc Proteſtant Religion, and with incypreſ- 
ſible joy do underſtand Your moſt Chriſtian and Pious 
Reſolution, for the preſervation of thoſe powerfull en- 
courapements of Induſtric, Learning and Pietic, the 
Means and Honour of the Miniſtcrie, for the maintc- 
nance and continuance of our Church Government, 
and ſolemn Liturgic of the Church, of long continucd 
and gencrall Approbation of the moſt Pious and Learn- 
ed of this Nation , and of other Countreys, compoſed 
according to the Primitive Patern , by our blefſed Mar- 
tyr5, and other Religious and Learned meh : As alſo 
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Your gracious pleaſure, that all abuſes of Church and 
State (hall be reformed , according to the modell of 
Queen Elizabeths dayes, of cvcr blcſled and famous 
memory z By the one, You have weakened the hopes of 
the ſacrilegious Devourcrs of the Churches Patrimonie; 
( it there be any ſuch) And by the other, at once pro- 
vided azainſt all Popiſh Impicties and Idolatries, and 
alſo againſt the growing danger of Anabaptiſts, Browne 
iſts, and other Novelliſts; all which Pictic , Love, and 
Tuftice, we beſeech God to return into Your Royall Bo- 
fome. But yet ( moſt Gracious Soveraign ) there 1s 
one thing that Sads our hearts, and hinders the perfc- 
ion of our happineſle , which is the diftance and mil- 
underſtanding between Your Majeſtic and Your Parlia- 
ment, whercby the hearts of Your Subjes are filled 
with Fears and Jcalouſics, Juſtice ncgle&ed , Sacred 
Ordinances prophancd, and Trading impaircd, to the 
;mpoveriſhing of many of Your Licge People : For the 
rcemovall whereof, we cannot finde out any lawfull 


mcans, without Your Majcſiics Afhſtance and Dirce 
ation, 


Wherefore we humbly beſcech Your moſt Excellent Ma- 
Jeſtie to continue Your molt Chriſtian and Pious refolution 
of ruling Your Pcople according to the Laws of the Land and 
maintaining of the ſame , of being a Zcalous Defender of the 
eſtabliſhed DoArine, Liturgic,and Government ofour Church, 
from Herehe, Librtiniſme, and Prophaneneſſe, an Adyancer 
of Learning, Pictie and Reiigion , an Encourager of painfull 
Orthodox Preachers ; And whatſoever Your Parliament ſhall 
oft:r to Your Royall view , conducing to this Blefled end, the 
Commongood, and tranquillitie of Y cur Subje&s, to be plea- 
{ed ro condeſcendunto, and gracicufly to confirm. And with- 
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zi] to declare unto us ſome expedient way, how we nay make 
a dutifull Addrefſe unto Your Parliament , for the taking away 
of thoſe Differences and Impediments , which ſtay the happie 
proceedings of that moſt Hunourable Afſ-mbly, whereof Your 
Majeſtie is the Head, ( which once removed, we doubt not but 
you will ſpzedily be as neer Your Parliament in Perſon , as in 
Aﬀcdion , that there may be a Bl:fled harmonic between Your 
Highneſſe and that great Councell ) And we ſha'l withall Ala- 
critie obſerve the ſame, humbly tcndring our Lives and Fore 
tunes for the preſervation of Your Royall Perſon, Crown and 
Dignitie, according to our bounden D.tie and Allegiance; And 


heartily pra, ing for Your Majeſtics long and p ofp:rous Reign 
OV CI US. 
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At the __ at artork, 6. oy 1642, 


His M. a JESTIE hath commanded me 
to give you this His Anſwer ro your Petition. 


> L322 £29 Yat PL 1$ very glad to finde {uch 
Jo reall aclinowtedgements of thoſe 

| 29 great Graces which Be hath boun- 

[EY tifullpbeſtowed upon thisHisKing- 

> dom of England, 1h the time of this 
a Parliament, # likewiſe it is a great 
contentment to Vim to finde {o many true Sons 
ofthe Church of England, as by your erpreſſions in 
the lard Petition doth plainly appear to Yin; Afſir- 
ring you that Ye ſhall not yeeid in Bfs Zealand 
Conftancie fo2 the mamtenance of the true B2ote- 
ſtant Pzofellion, neither to Nueen Elizabeth, 10: to 
Y1sS Father of cver bleſſed Wemorte, both again{ 
Poplſh Duperſtition on the one ſide, and Schil- 
matficail Junovation and Confuſion on the other, 
In the laſt place, as Ye doth take in very 999d | 
part your deſire of a good Underſtanding betwee:1 

Yis Wajeftie and Yis two Youſes of Parliament; 


[9 


fo likewiſe Ye cannot but much. Commend the 
way that you take therein, And as foz your virecit- 
08.if you will but ſerioully conlider G18 Wajelties 
juit and nece{lary delires, expzelied in His Anſwers 
and eclaratio's lince 1s coming to York, your 
3c:i1 and knowlcoge will not need moze particular 
initr: ctions to make \uchAddeeſles to both Youies 
of Parliament as the times require, and be- 
fitting ſuch-Loyall and.true affected Sub- 
jects to your King-and Countrey, 
as thts Petition expellecy 
fou to be, 
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